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CPS CouNSELING PROGRAMS RECOGNIZED

NATIONALLY

By DaNica Hays

The Counselor Education Pro-
gram (i.e., counseling and counselor
education programs) of the CPS
Department was presented the Rob-
ert Frank Outstanding Counselor
Education Program Award at the
American Counseling Association
Annual Conference in Kansas City,
Missouri. Dr. White accepted the
award for the Department. This is
the highest award given to counsel-
ing programs by the Association for
Counselor Education and Supervi-
sion (ACES). Our program was
selected from several nominated
programs across the country, and
it is a great honor to receive this
award!

The ACES Awards Committee
selected our program based on five
major criteria: (1) faculty members'
commitment to ACES and the
counseling profession; (2) program
commitment to the adherence,
improvement, and development
of standards; (3) faculty mem-
bers' mentoring a clear and strong
counselor and counselor educator
professional identities; (4) program's
influence and relationship to stu-
dents, the University and surround-
ing community; and (5) unique and

innovative ways to provide educa-
tion and supervision to counselors
and counselor educators. It was the
nominators’ goal throughout the
nomination packet to highlight
the interdisciplinary nature of the
department and its mission to inte-
grate faculty and student research,
service, and teaching interests for
optimal counselor preparation and
social activism.

There were several things that
were highlighted within the nomi-
nation packet that speak to these
criteria. With regard to faculty
commitment to the profession and
mentorship, approximately 100
examples of faculty professional
and community service were out-
lined for the Awards Committee.
Through faculty encouragement,
several students serve ACES and
the counseling profession. Because
of this, examples of student service
on boards and committees within
ACES, as well as within the local
community, were also highlighted.
Faculty and student collaborations
were presented, with a focus on
faculty-student accomplishments
in counselor research, student-
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